
 
 
November 29, 2007 
 
 
Sr. Maureen Geary, OP 
Board Member 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority 
735 E. Michigan Avenue 
P. 0. Box 30044 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
 
 RE: Comments on Revised Draft Qualified Allocation Plan 
 
Honorable Board Member: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity for the Detroit Housing Commission ("DHC") to review 
and comment on the revised Draft Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP) released by the 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority ("MSHDA"). 
 
First, DHC would like to acknowledge that MSHDA listened to the comments DHC 
made to the Draft QAP on September 19, 2007, as evidenced by the fact that many of 
the changes that DHC recommended have been incorporated into the revised 
document.  The changes reflect MSHDA's concern for the thousands of very low and 
low income families that DHC endeavors to serve. 
 
There are, however, some matters of continued concern to DHC in the revised Draft 
QAP.  Our position on those matters is expressed in this letter. 
 
Funding Round Schedule (page 10) 
 
DHC agrees with the decision to use the 2005-2006 QAP for this year’s fall funding 
round.  However, instead of accepting new applications, DHC recommends the credits 
planned for the Fall 2007 round be allocated to the qualified applicants who were denied 
funding in the last round because they did not do well in the lottery. 
 
Supportive Housing/Housing for Persons with Special Needs (page 14) 
 
Consideration within this Holdback should be given to the "working poor" who pay more 
than 40% of their income for housing or live in substandard housing. All too often, a 
"working poor" family becomes a special needs family because of lack of safe, decent, 
affordable housing. We suggest this Holdback be modified to address this very worthy 
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group in an attempt to reduce the number of families who are on the bubble between 
poorly housed and homeless. 
 
Eligibility Requirements (pages 14-15) 
 
In the tie breaking system, it is recommended that item No. 2 become the first priority.  
 
Threshold Requirements 
  
(Page 15): No. 1- This QAP focuses extensively on Special Needs and Supportive 
Housing projects including a designated Holdback and allocations within the other 
Holdbacks.  To require 10% of all units in any given project, not already in the Special 
Needs/Supportive Housing Holdback or allocation, be given leasing priority for 
Supportive Housing Tenants has many ramifications. This mandate will require a 
developer and the management partner to hire special needs providers, which may 
impact feasibility of the project.  There is limited funding to provide services for the 
special needs populations and it is difficult to secure. When it is secured, it can be 
difficult to manage such funds for a limited number of households.  DHC recommends 
the requirements for Special Needs and Supportive Housing projects remain only within 
that Holdback and the specified allocations within the Holdbacks. 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
  
(Page 21):  The QAP proposes awarding additional points to projects serving the lowest 
income tenants for the longest period of time.  DHC also recommends that language be 
added to award additional points to projects that have secured other federal funding that 
will be used to leverage the LIHTC dollars. 
   
Again, we appreciate the opportunity to be part of this process. Thank you for MSHDA’s 
continued support and commitment to meeting the needs of Detroit's low income 
families.  Please feel free to contact me with questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lindsey S. Reames 
HUD Recovery Administrator 
 
CC:  Ms. Mary Levine, Acting General Counsel/Director of Legal Affairs 


